
 
 
 
Subtitle A--Medicare Incentives 
 
SEC. 4101. INCENTIVES FOR ELIGIBLE PROFESSIONALS. 
 
`(C) ELIGIBLE PROFESSIONAL- The term `eligible professional' means a physician, as 
defined in section 1861(r).'. 

section 1861(r) Physician 

(r) The term “physician”, when used in connection with the performance of any function or action, means 
(1) a doctor of medicine or osteopathy legally authorized to practice medicine and surgery by the State in 
which he performs such function or action (including a physician within the meaning of section 
1101(a)(7)), (2) a doctor of dental surgery or of dental medicine who is legally authorized to practice 
dentistry by the State in which he performs such function and who is acting within the scope of his license 
when he performs such functions, (3) a doctor of podiatric medicine for the purposes of subsections (k), 
(m), (p)(1), and (s) of this section and sections 1814(a), 1832(a)(2)(F)(ii), and 1835 but only with respect 
to functions which he is legally authorized to perform as such by the State in which he performs them, (4) 
a doctor of optometry, but only for purposes of subsection (p)(1) with respect to the provision of items or 
services described in subsection (s) which he is legally authorized to perform as a doctor of optometry by 
the State in which he performs them, or (5) a chiropractor who is licensed as such by the State (or in a 
State which does not license chiropractors as such, is legally authorized to perform the services of a 
chiropractor in the jurisdiction in which he performs such services), and who meets uniform minimum 
standards promulgated by the Secretary, but only for the purpose of sections 1861(s)(1) and 
1861(s)(2)(A) and only with respect to treatment by means of manual manipulation of the spine (to correct 
a subluxation) which he is legally authorized to perform by the State or jurisdiction in which such 
treatment is provided. For the purposes of section 1862(a)(4) and subject to the limitations and conditions 
provided in the previous sentence, such term includes a doctor of one of the arts, specified in such 
previous sentence, legally authorized to practice such art in the country in which the inpatient hospital 
services (referred to in such section 1862(a)(4)) are furnished. 

AMOUNT- Subject to clauses (iii) through (v), the applicable amount specified in 
this subparagraph for an eligible professional is as follows: 
 
(I) For the first payment year for such professional, $15,000 (or, if the first payment 
year for such eligible professional is 2011 or 2012, $18,000). 
(II) For the second payment year for such professional, $12,000. 
(III) For the third payment year for such professional, $8,000. 
(IV) For the fourth payment year for such professional, $4,000. 
(V) For the fifth payment year for such professional, $2,000. 
(VI) For any succeeding payment year for such professional, $0. 
 
(iii) PHASE DOWN FOR ELIGIBLE PROFESSIONALS FIRST ADOPTING EHR AFTER 2013- 
If the first payment year for an eligible professional is after 2013, then the amount 
specified in this subparagraph for a payment year for such professional is the same as 
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the amount specified in clause (ii) for such payment year for an eligible professional 
whose first payment year is 2013. 
 
(iv) INCREASE FOR CERTAIN ELIGIBLE PROFESSIONALS- In the case of an eligible 
professional who predominantly furnishes services under this part in an area that is 
designated by the Secretary (under section 332(a)(1)(A) of the Public Health Service 
Act) as a health professional shortage area, the amount that would otherwise apply for 
a payment year for such professional under subclauses (I) through (V) of clause (ii) 
shall be increased by 10 percent. In implementing the preceding sentence, the 
Secretary may, as determined appropriate, apply provisions of subsections (m) and (u) 
of section 1833 in a similar manner as such provisions apply under such subsection. 
 
(v) NO INCENTIVE PAYMENT IF FIRST ADOPTING AFTER 2014- If the first payment year 
for an eligible professional is after 2014 then the applicable amount specified in this 
subparagraph for such professional for such year and any subsequent year shall be $0. 
 
POSTING ON WEBSITE- The Secretary shall post on the Internet website of the Centers 
for Medicare &Medicaid Services, in an easily understandable format, a list of the 
names, business addresses, and business phone numbers of the eligible professionals 
who are meaningful EHR users and, as determined appropriate by the Secretary, of 
group practices receiving incentive payments under paragraph (1). 
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